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On TI 


2 Cor. vi. 3, 4. 


Giving no Offence in any thing, that 
the Miniſtry be not blamed. 


But in all things approving our 
ſelves as the a of God. 


HIS Kpiſtle of St. Paul ſeems. 
5 intended to re- eſta- 
bliſh his Character and Au- 
thority among the Corinthi- 
ans, who had been ſeduc'd by falſe Teach- 
ers during his Abſence; and to vindicate 
himſelf from the Aſperſions, which theſe 
had caſt upon his Perſon and Doctrine: 
For this purpoſe we may obſerve he in- 
ſiſts chiefly on three Things. 


Firſt, THE. extraordinary Signs of his 


Apoſtleſhip, which he produc'd among 
them, by working of Miracles, in Con- 
firmation of the Doctrine he preached. 


A Second} 5 


Secondly, H 1s Courage and Conſtancy un- 


der frequent Sufferings, for the Cauſe of 
Chriſt. And, 


T rhirdly. Tas Sincerity and Prudence of 


his Conduct in the — of his 
Office. 


Tur SE, together with the Excellency 
of that Doctrine which he publiſh'd,, were 
moſt undeniable Teſtimonies of his divine 


Miſſion; and evidently ſhew'd, that he 


was a Perſon every way qualify'd for the 


great Work aſſignd to him: and that the 


Succeſs of his Miniſtry was, in a great 
meaſure, anſwerable to his Qualifications | 

for it, appears, from that grateful Acknow- 
ledgment which he makes at the fourteenth 
Verſe of the ſecond Chapter; where he 
lays, Thanks be to God whith always 
cauſeth us to triumph in Chriſt, and maketh 


manifeſt the Savour of bis ne ” 


us in every place. 


Now this Repreſentation which the 
Apoſtle here makes of himſelf, (wherein 
are likewiſe included his Fellow-Labourers 
in the Goſpel) tho it be occaſional, and 
drawn up with a View to the particular 


State and Diſpolition of the Church at 


 Cormrb : 


99 
Corinth; yet is it of this general Uſe, 
That all thoſe, who by the Providence of 
God, are appointed for the Work of the 
Miniſtry, may thence take proper Mea- 
ſures for the more ſucceſsſul Diſcharge of 


their Office. 


Tr Religion we are employ'd to 
_ eſtabliſh and cultivate in the Minds of Men, 
is, or ought to be, the fame which Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles firſt publiſh'd to the World; 
and therefore mult have rhe lame Characters 
of Excellency and Perfection to recom- 


mend it. 


Tarr Foundations of it were indeed 
ſecurely laid by the Apoſtles themſelves, 
and the Work, in a few Years after their 
Deceaſe, was carried on to Perfection by 
their more immediate Succeſſors: fo that 
the Power of working Miracles in Confir— 
mation of Chriſtianity became extinct, as 
being no longer neceſſary for that purpoſe; 
and therefore this part of the Apoſtolick 
Character can be no Rule for our Imitation 
or Practice. 3 


So likewile, ſince it has pleas d God, in 
his Goodnels, to grant us a quiet and un- 
diſturb'd Profeſſion of our moſt holy Re- 
ligion ; ſince the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
EY Se 42 arc 


are ſo far from being perſecuted or hinder'd 
in the Exerciſe of their Function, that 
they are encourag'd and protected by hu- 
man Laws; nay, requir'd to be diligent in 
the Diſcharge of their Duty: I ſay, ſince 
the Condition of Chriſtianity is fo much - 
changed, the Apoſtle's Example, as it re- 
lates to his Sufferings for the Cauſe of 
Chriſt, does not, at preſent (bleſſed be 
God!) ſo immediately concern us. 


WIEN EVER indeed his Wiſdom ſhall . 
think fit to interrupt our Peace and Proſpe- 
rity, and for the Trial of our Faith and 
Patience, or for the Puniſhment of our 
Sins, ſhall expoſe our Religion to the 
Power and Malice of cruel and bloody- 
minded Men; then the heroick Courage and 
unſhaken Conſtancy of our Apoſtle, will 
be an admirable Rule for our Conduct: 
But in the mean while, under the preſent 
happy and peaceable Enjoyment of our 
Religion, his Example in this Particular, 
needs no Enforcement on our Practice. 


Bur then, as for the remaining part of his 
Vindication, which relates to the Sincerity 
and Prudence of his Conduct in the Work 
of the Miniſtry, this is of univerſal Con- 
cern to us: Tis an Example, not ſuited 
to the particular Occaſions and Exigencies 


(5) 
of Chriſt's Church, but ſuch as at-all Times, 
and in all Places, will be neceſſary to be 
obſery'd and copied by us: and to encou- 
rage our Imitation of it, we may conſider 
it, not ſo much the Example of an Apo- 
ſtle of Chriſt, that is, of a Perſon imme- 
diately commiſſion'd from Heaven, and 
in an extraordinary manner conducted by 
a divine Power and Aſſiſtance; but as the 
Example of a wife and good Man, acting 
under the ordinary Influence of God's 
holy Spirit, and according to the Rules of 
human Prudence, making choice of the 
"op nog Means to accompliſh the End and 
Deſign of his Miniſtry. Under this View, 
it may appear more particularly adapted to 
the Condition and Circumſtances of the 
ordinary Paſtors of Chriſt's Church ; and 
ſuch, as with due Care, may in a great 


meaſure be copied by them. 


Now the Account we have of the Apo- 
ſtle's Conduct in this Particular, lies in- 
deed diſpers'd among all his Writings ; yer 
as the Deſign of this Epiſtle oblig'd him to 
inſiſt upon what was ſo neceſſary for his 
own Vindication, ſo here perhaps we meet 
with more frequent Paſſages of this kind. 
Thus at the twelfth Verſe of the firſt Chap- 
ter, he fays, Our Rejoicing is this, the 
Teſtimony of our Conſcience, that in Sim- 
Or”, plicity 


(6 ) 
plicity and godly Sincerity, not with 222 
ty Wiſdom, but by the Grace of God, 


. we have had our ebe Finn in the 
World. And again, at the ſeventeenth 
' Verſe of the next Chapter, For we are not 


as many, which corrupt the Word of OY 
but as of” Sincerity, but, as of God, 
the ſight of God ſpeak we in Chriſt. 
again, at the beginning of the MY 
Chapter, Therefore ſeemg we have this 
Miniſtry, as we have received Mercy, we 
faint not, but have renounced the hidden 
Things of Diſjnoneſty, not walking in 


Cyraſtineſe, nor handling the Word of God _ 
deceit fully, but by manifeſtation of the 


Truth, commending our ſelves to every 


Man's Conſcience in the fight of God. 


But the full Intent and Meaning of theſe, 
and all other Paſſages which relate to this 
Head, may be comprehended in that Ac- 
count which we have in the Words of my 
Text, Giving no Offence in any thing, 
that the Miniſtry be not blamed ; but 
in all things approving our ſelves as the 


Miuiſters or. Cod. ; . 


FROM theſe Words I ſhall bes leave 
to obſerve a few Things, which 1 hope 
will not be improper, or unſeaſonable, at 
this Time. / 


AND, 


(7) 


. Ax, firſt, I think it is evidently im- 
ply'd in the Text, that it is highly expe- 
dient for the Intereſts of Religion that the 
Credit of the Miniſtry be ſupported : for 
the only Purpoſe and Deſign in the original 
Inſtitution of it, being to propagate and 
eſtabliſh the great Truths of Chriſtianity, 
the Credit of the Miniſtry is no otherwiſe 
to be regarded, than as it is neceſſary for 
the more ſucceſsful carrying on of this great 
and good Work; ſo that if the Apoſtle 
was himſelf exceeding careful in this Parti- 
cular, and by his Example has recommend- 
ed the ſame Caution to others, it muſt be 
upon this Perſuaſion, that the Intereſts of 
Religion are affected by it. And that the 
Caſe is really ſo, is abundantly confirm'd by 
Experience, tho perhaps it will not be very 
_ealy to aſſign any good Reaſon for it. 


For why a Religion that has the ſtrong- 
eſt Evidence to confirm it, and the moſt. 
engaging Properties to recommend it to 
the Practice of Mankind; I fay, why ſuch 

a Religion ſhould ſuffer in the Opinions of 
Men, by the Negligence, or Indiſcretion 

of the Miniſters of it; is neither agree- 

able to Reaſon, nor the ordinary Practice 
of Men in other Caſes: Tis judging by 

Things that are foreign and extrinſic to the 

matter 


matter in queſtion; tis a confus'd joining 
of Ideas that have no immediate Relation 
and Dependance on each other, which is 
allow'd to be contrary to the Rules of ſtrict 
Reaſoning. And further, I ſay, it is a Me- 
thod very ſeldom us d in other Caſes: For 


let a new Syſtem of Philoſophy, or an 
Attempt to demonſtrate the Principles of 


any Art or Science, be refer'd to the Exa- 


mination of the Publick; the Enquiry is 
not how the Author lives, but how he rea- 


ſons : So uſually in matters of Practice, 
which relate only to the Concerns of this 


World, Men come into thoſe Schemes 
which appear to be beſt founded in Reaſon 


and Experience, without any regard to 


the perſonal Conduct of the Publiſhers and 
Encouragers of them. 


Bur the plain truth is, ſuch Matters of 
Speculation, or Practice, either concur, 
or elſe do not interfere with the Luſts and 


Paſſions of Men: They may live undiſ- 


turb'd in their Sins, under the ſtrongeſt 
Convictions of that kind. But that a Re- 


ligion ſhould be true, which obliges them 
to mortify their Luſts, and to curb their 
Paſſions; to diſcard every Vice, and to 
practiſe every Virtue; this ſo directly at- 
tacks their ſinful Pleaſures, that every thing 


is examin d and alledg'd in Abatement of 
5 | its 


(9) 
its Credit, or of their Obligations to prac- 
tiſe it: Every little Difficulty is made a 
Stone of Stumbling; and eafily improv'd 
into a mighty Rock of Offence. And it 
the Religion it ſelf be unexceptionable, yet 
ſhall the Indiſcretions and Failings of its 
Miniſters be urg'd as Arguments againſt it: 


A way of Reaſoning that has nb force but 
what it receives from the Paſſions and Pre- 


Judices of Men. 


' Yer if the Caſe be really ſo; if thro! the 
Blindneſs and Infirmities of human Nature, 
Men are ſo liable to be deceiv'd, or rather 


to impoſe on themſelves; how neceſſary 
is it that all Objections of this kind ſhould 
be remov'd, that the Credit of the Mini- 


ſtry ſhould be preſerv'd, and 20 Occaſion 


given to thoſe who may de/ire Occaſion to 
think, or ſpeak contemptuouſly of us, or 
of out Miniſtry * e 8 


Mo Rx eſpecially is this to be conſider'd 
with regard to the more ignorant part of 
Mankind, who perhaps have neither Lei- 
ſure, nor Abilities to enter far into the Rea- 


ſons of their Faith; but believe and prac- 
tiſe more from Authority, than a rational 
Conviction: If ſuch are offended at Reli- 
gion, by, the ill Behaviour of choſe who 


are employ d to inſtruct them in it, tis no 
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610) 

more than may reaſonably be expected; 
becauſe, let the Arguments and Motives 
offer d to them be ever ſo weighty in their 
own Nature, yet if they do not affect thoſe 
who are ſuppos'd to underſtand beſt the 
Force of them, they have too much room 
to ſuſpect there 1 ſecret Fallacy and 
Defect in them: Or however, ſince Ex- 
ample is more ſuited to their Capacities 
than Argument, they are more likely to 
form their Practice by what they ſee, than 
by what they hear. l 


IT IS not therefore ſufficient that we 
have the beſt Religion, and are able to 
prove it by the moſt convincing Arguments; 

: bon it is likewiſe neceſlary that a real Eſteem 
and Value for our Miniſtry ſhould be eſta- 
bliſh'd in the Minds of Men: That thoſe 

Who are able to weigh and examine the E- 

vidences of Things, may have no Objec- 
tions to Religion upon our Account: and 
that others may be led to the Practice of 
it, by the Influence of a good Example. 


Now I obſerve, ſecondly, from the 
Words of my Text, that that Credit and 
Eſteem for the Miniſtry, which is ſo ne- 
ceſſary to prevent Objections, and to en- 
force the Practice of Religion, depends 
chiefly 


| 6 FF-) 
chiefly on the perſonal Conduct of thoſe 
who are employ'd therein. 


For tho the Miniſtry, as it denotes 
that Method eſtabliſh'd in the Church of 
Chriſt, of diſpenſing its Doctrines and 
Sacraments, by an Order of Men ap- 
pointed for that purpoſe: I ſay, tho the 
Miniſtry, thus conſider'd, is a diſtin 
thing, and ought not to ſuffer any Diſ- 
credit from the ill Execution of it; yet 
I am apt to think this Diſtinction is 
ſeldom made, and that the Credit of the 
Miniſtry and Miniſters uſually ſtand and 
fall together. And indeed were the Di- 
ſtinction duly made, the one is only a 
Term of Office, an abſtracted Notion, of 
no farther uſe to Religion, than as it is 
rightly executed by the other: ſo that 
the Credit of thoſe who are employ- 
ed in the Miniſtry, is, for all the Pur- 
poſes of Religion, the chief thing to be 
regarded. FT Iv 


Now the Eſteem and Reſpect which 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel have more 
particular occaſion for, as being a means 
of rendring their Labours more ſucceſs- 
ful: I ſay, this Eſteem and Reſpect de- 
pends chiefly on their own perſonal Con- 
duct: for Men do not uſually love and 


Be admire, 


(Clit ) 

admire, without ſome kind of Merit or 
other; and our Merit can be founded in 

nothing but our own Behaviour and Quali- 
fications. Something there muſt be ro 
recommend us to the good Opinion of 
others, or elle we muſt expect to liye 
without it : this is generally the Caſe of 
other Men; and certainly we have no 
reaſon to look for a more favourable 
Treatment. | 


WxE may, *tis true, claim Reſpe& by 
virtue of our Commiſſion, and preach 
up the Excellency and Importance of it; 
we may inſiſt on the great Character we 
bear, and the Authority we. are [inveſted 
with: yet if we do not act according to 
that Commiſſion, live up to that Charac- | 
ter, and make a right Uſe of that Au- 
| thority, I fear our Credit will not be 
anſwerable to the Occaſions we have for 
it. We may obſerve, that Titles of Ho- 
nour and Dignity are ſeldom much e- 
ſteem'd, without ſomething of Eſtate, 
Power, or Worth to ſupport them: and 
I imagine the Caſe will prove much the 
ſame with regard to our Employment; 
there muſt be {ſomething more than the 
bare Dignity and Importance of it, to 
procure the Regard and Eſteem of Men. 
Wealth and Power alone may command 
HIER © © _ outward 


( 13) 

out ward Reſpect and Reverence, and be 
ſufficient for all the Purpoſes of an ex- 
ternal ceremonious Religion: but this is 
not that Eſteem which the great Deſign 
and Intent of our Miniſtry requires. The 
Religion of the Goſpel conſiſts chiefly 
in inward Purity and Holineſs ; and this 
is what we are to cultivate in the Minds 
of Men, and the proper Qualification 
for this excellent End, is ſuch perſonal 
Worth and Merit as may beger a real 
Eſteem and Veneration ; and this can 
ariſe from nothing but the Piety, Good- 
nels and Prudence of our own Behaviour : 
ſo that, as I ſaid, the Credit of the Mini- 
ſtry, that Credit which is ſerviceable to 
the Intereſts of true Religion. depends 
chiefly on the perſonal Conduct of thoſe 
who are employ'd therein. 


 Waar that Conduct ought to be, we 
learn from the Example which the great 
Apoſtle of the Genres has here fer be- 
fore us, Giving no Offence in any thing, 
that the Miniſtry be no! blamed ; but in 
all things "approving our ſelves as the 
Miniſters of God. | 


HERE is a moſt admirable Rule for 
our Behaviour in the Work of the Mini- 
ſtry, the Obſervance of which will moſt 
Es EE EE -. .; 


„ 
certainly recommend us to the Favour 
of God, and moſt likely to the Love 
and Eſteem of all Men. It is indeed a 
general Rule, that requires Wiſdom and 
Direction in the Application of it to 
particular Times, Perſons and Places; yet 
is it of great uſe, as it will in all Emer- 
gencies put us upon one or other of theſe 
Enquiries, Whether the thing we propoſe 
to do, be likely to give Offence, or not? 
Or whether it be becoming, and wor- 
thy the Miniſter of God, or not? And 
were this always deliberately weigh'd and 
conſider d, there is no doubt but a com- 
mon ſhare of Prudence would preſerve us 
from any conſiderable Miſtakes or Omiſ- 
ſions: 1 fay, therefore, tho the Rule be 
general, yet will it be of excellent uſe, 
if we bur duly attend to it. 


You may obſerve, it conſiſts of two 
Parts. 1 Row 


TAE Firſt is of « Kind, re- 
lating to that Care and Circumſpection 


we ought to uſe, leſt our Behaviour give 
any Offence to the World. i 


Tre Second is poſitive, and relates to 
the actual Performance of thoſe Duties, 
; which 


1. 
which the Nature and Deſign of our Office 
requires from us. 


TAE Firſt we have in theſe Words, 
Giving ng Offence in any thing, that 
the Miniſtry be not blamed. A moſt ex- 
cellent and effectual Method for this pur- 
_ poſe, were the Obſervance of it as eaſy 
as it is expedient. But it may be asked, 
how is it poſſible for the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, who, tho employ'd in a Concern 
of the greateſt Importance, have yet all 
the Paſſions and Infirmities of other Men; 
and beſides this, have to deal with a 
crooked and perverſe Generation, who 
are apt to take Offence at ſmall Mat- 
ters: I ſay, conſidering theſe things, how 

is it poſſible for the Miniſters of Chriſt 
to be ſo circumſpect in their Behaviour, 
as to give no Offence in any thing? 
Why, certainly, in the ſtrict and literal 
Senle, it is impoſſible; neither does God 
expect it, nor ought Men to require it 


of us: But the Limitations herein im- 


ply'd are the fame which the Apoſtle elſe- 
where mentions upon another Occaſion, 
where he fays, IF it be poſſible, and as 
much as lieth in you, live peaceably with 
all Men : So, as far as it is in their 
Power, as far as the Infirmities of hu- 
man Nature will admit, the Miniſters of 
„ 85 the 


lure. 


(06) 
the Goſpel muſt avoid giving Offence in 
any thing. Ft: 11: 


I might add indeed a further Limita- 
tion, ſo far as it is conſiſtent with their 
Duty; for certain it is, there are ſome 


things which properly belong to the Mini- 


ſterial Office, which are too often dif 


agreeable and offenſive to Men; ſuch as 


Advice, Exhortation, and Reproof : ſo 
likewiſe the bare inſiſting. on their juſt 
and legal Rights, is oftentimes a very 
great and unpardonable Offence ; nay, 
even preaching the Goſpel it ſelf, may 
be an Offence to ſome Men. But the 
truth is, theſe, and things of the like 
nature, if manag'd with Prudence and 


Diſcretion, are not Offences given, but 


taken without Cauſe, and therefore do 
not properly belong to this Rule; for 


what it obliges us to, is only ſuch a 
prudent and circumſpect Behaviour, as may 


give no juſt Cauſe for Blame and Cen- 


AND this is enough to employ all our 
Care and Caution, for the ways whereby 
Offences may be given are innumerable ; 
the Circumſtances of Things and Perſons 
may be infinitely varied: ſo that it is im- 
poſſible to have a Syſtem of Rules 9 

wa 
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walk by, that will ſuit every particular 
Caſe that may happen : ſome uſeful Maxims 
we may have to form our Conduct upon, 
but the Application of them to particular 
Occaſions, depends altogether on our own 
Prudence and Diſcretion. 


T0 I conceive, this nice Diſcernment 
and good Underſtanding, which is ſo re- 
quiſite to form an inoffenſive Behaviour 
in general, concerns us rather as Men, 
than as, Miniſters of the Goſpel, it being 
equally neceſſary to all other Perſons, 
who would recommend themſelves to the 
Love and Eſteem of Men. Indeed, as 
the Succeſs of our Miniſtry depends very 
much on the good Opinion which others 
have of us, it ſhould be our particular 


Care and Study to give no Offence, even — 
in any reſpect: But that Caution, which [ 
ſeems more properly to belong to our 4 
Function, relates, as 1 apprehend, to things | 
of a more obvious Nature; ſuch as re- 
quire rather Honeſty and Integrity to ſe- | 
cure us from them, than extraordinary I 


Wiſdom and Diſcretion. And theſe may 
be conſider'd either with regard to our 
Doctrine, or our Practice. 


Tus as to the Fir? : Should we, 
who are commiſſion'd and appointed to 
preach the Goſpel, and ro publiſh the 
ak bs E Terms 
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Terms of Salvation therein declar'd: 1 


ſay, ſhould we, who act by a Commif- 
ſion thus limited, take upon us to teach 
any other Doctrine, than what is ex- 
prefly contain'd therein, or evidently provd 


thereby; ſhould we teach thoſe things 


as neceſſary to Salvation, which the Goſpel 
has not declar'd to be neceſſary, our fo 
doing would give juſt occaſion of Offence 
to all wiſe and good Men. EY 


AGAIN, Gabe the great Deſign of our 


Office and Miniſtry, is to inſtruct Men 


in the right way to Happineſs, and to pro- 
mote the ſincere Practice of Religion and 
Virtue; ſhould we, by any unſeaſonable 


| Repreſentation of our ſelves, and the Dig- 


nity of our Office, diſcover a greater 


_ Concern for our own Power and Autho- 


rity, than for the Salvation of Mens 
Souls, this might juſtly expoſe us to Re- 


proach and Cenſure. 


Fur r HER, ſince we aekbowhedhe the | 
Chriſtian Religion to be _ 3 | 
in it ſelf, highly worthy o and 


directly tending to the Poſetion fe Hu- 
man Nature; ſhould we repreſent this ex- 


cellent Religion in any other View, by 


aſcribing to it any Doctrine which is re- 
Fu to the Divine Attributes, by mul- 


tiplying 


61990 


tiplying the poſitive Precepts of it, and 


exalting them above thoſe Duties, which 
ate of natural and eternal Obligation; 


ſhould we advance ſuch Notions as make 
the Salvation of Men precarious and un- 
certain, as depending on Punctilio's and 


Circumſtances, not in their own Power 
either to prevent, or procure: ſhould 
we, I ſay, by any ſuch unadviſed Me- 


thods ſpread: a Cloud over the native 


Beauties of Chriſtianity, how much leſs 
engaging muſt it appear to the Minds of 
Men? Or rather, in this diſcerning Age, 
| mw greatly will our Credit ſuffer there- 


Ap once more, ſhould we ſo far 
| overlook the great Deſign and Purpole 
of this holy Religion, which is to culti- 
vate Peace on Earth, and Goodwill a- 
mong Men; to ſweeten their Diſpoſitions, 
and to lay the Foundation of that hap- 
py Temper, which is neceſſary for the 


Enjoy ment of Heaven: I ſay, ſhould we 


ſo far overlook this excellent Purpoſe of 
our Religion, as to make it the Subject 
of endleſs Contention and Debate; ſhould 
we be more induſtrious to inculcate Mat- 


ters of Speculation and Opinion, than 
the plain Truths of the Goſpel, (which, 


I conceive, is the grand Occaſion of Diſ- 
1 181 Ly _-- putes 
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putes in Religion) ſhould we thus behave | 
our ſelves, no doubt but all ſincere and 


well-diſpos'd Chriſtians will be offended: 
at it. t ee 


IN DEE D, theſe are things which diſcre- 
dit us chiefly with the more judicious and 


thinking part of Mankind. But there is 


another part of our Conduct which lies 
open to the View and Examination of all 
Capacities; and that is our Practice. 


ANp here, ſhould the Miniſter of God, 
whoſe Buſineſs it is to raiſe the Affections 
of Men above this World, to direct their 
Endeavours towards the Attainment of an 
everlaſting Inheritance in Heaven; ' ſhould 
he, who is to inculcate this Diſpoſition, 
have no regard to it in his own Beha- 
viour, but diſcover too great a Concern 


for the World, and be immoderately bent 


on heaping Treaſures upon Earth, whilſt 
he is adviſing others to lay up Treaſures 
in Heaven ; this Inconſiſtence is ſo ob- 
vious, that every one muſt take notice 
of it, and either diſregard his Doctrine 
or condemn his Practice. 212909 to 


Ag AIN, ſhould he be ſelf-intereſted, 
wh paſſionate, or revengeful ; ſhould 
he be uncharitable, cenſorious, or ill-na- 
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tur'd ; theſe are Qualities unbecoming a 
Man, much more a Chriſtian, bur moſt 
of all a Teacher of Chriſtianity ; becauſe 
the Precepts of this holy Religion are di- 
realy oppos'd to theſe troubleſome and 
unſociable Paſſions, and are chiefly in- 
tended to extirpate them out of the Minds 
of Men: ſo that nothing can be more 
exceptionable than to fee them harbour'd 
and cheriſh'd in that Breaſt, which ſhould 
CO oppoſite Qualities into o- 
thers. 9 ee . 


' So further, ſhould we fail in our Office, 
as Stewaras of the Myſteries of God; 


ſhould we neglect to diſpenſe the Food of 


Life in due Seaſon, 70 comfort the feeble- 
minded, to ſupport the weak, to inform 
the ignorant and them that are out of 


the way, to reprove the wicked, and to 


encourage the good; ſuch Omiſſions would 
not fail to give Offence to all who are 


acquainted with the End and Deſign of 


our Miniſtry. 


As AN, ſhould we, who are employ'd 
for the Advancement of Chriſt's ſpiritual 
Kingdom, entangle and perplex our ſelves 
about Matters of Civil Government, and 
ſeem at any time more concern'd for the 
Support of our own Schemes, than for 


the 
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the Security of our Religion; ſhould we, 
who upon Occaſions have boaſted of the 
Loyalty of our Principles, expreſs any 
Diſaffection to our lawful Governors, or 


encourage it in others, and that when all 


our religious and civil Rights are inviolably 


ſecur'd tous; nay, after having given the 


ſtrongeſt Pledge of our Allegiance, ſhould. 
we not chearfully contribute our Endeavours 
and our Prayers for their Preſeryation and 
Welfare, they might juſtly be offended at 
us; and the Diſcouragements that might 


be laid upon us in ſuch a Caſe, ought not 


to be aſcrib'd to their Severity, or Partia- 


lity, but to our own Indiſcretion. 


Ap, /aſtly, ſince we are oblig d. by 


the Truſt repos d in us, to advance the 
Intereſts of Religion by all prudent and 


reaſonable Methods; ſhould we not ſome- 
times conſult the Humours of Men, and 
have regard to the prevailing Weakneſſes 


and Prejudices of the Times; ſhould we 


not as well conſider what is expedient 
as what is /awful for us, and, as there is 


Occaſion, abridge our {elves in the uſe of 


Things indifferent: I fay, ſhould we not 
uſe our Chriſtian Liberty with greater Diſ- 


cretion and Reſerve than other Men, our 


Behaviour, tho really innocent, will not 
always be free from Cenſure. 
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As for notorious and flagrant Sins, tis 
a Caſe I am not willing to ſuppoſe; and 
I perſuade my ſelf there is no occaſion for 


Ap! muſt beg leave to remind you, 
that what J have before mention'd is on- 
ly a Suppoſition of Cafes, which, I hope, 
are ſeldom to be found in our Practice : 
however, fince they are what have been 
ſometimes objected to us, and are of fuch 
4 Nature as will generally give offence ; 

_ *twill be our Duty and Intereſt, and of 
om Service to Religion, to guard our 

elyes from them. e 


Nov the beſt Rule imaginable for this 
Purpoſe, and for a general inoffenſive Be- .Y 
haviour, is what we have in the remain- 
ing part of my Text; But in all things 
approving our ſelves as the Miniſters of 


God. And this is to be done, as I con- [ 
ccive, Eo td pe NOSE IO. Go: i ö 

FIRST, by the Excellency of our 
Doctrine: For ſince the Nature and Attri- 


butes of God are now ſo clearly reveal'd, 

it will be difficult ro convince Men that 

we are truly his Miniſters, unleſs our Doc- 
trine be in all Reſpects agrecable to his di- 
vine 
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vine Perfections: *Tis upon this account 


that the Chriſtian Religion has ſo gene - 
rally engag'd the Aſſent of all wiſe and 
reaſonable Men; becauſe it not only re- 


preſents God as the moſt wiſe and per- 
fect Being, and gives the moſt ſublime 


and exalted Ideas of his: Nature; but 


likewiſe enforces the Belief and Practice 
only of ſuch Things as are entirely con- 
formable to ſuch Conceptions of him: 


Without this all the Miracles that were 


ever wrought in Confirmation of it, 


would prevail no further with diſcerning 
Men, than to leave them perhaps in a ſtate 
of Doubt and Suſpence: But having theſe 


internal Characters of Excellency and Per- 
fection, confirm'd by the external Eyi- 
dence of Miracles, We, who are Miniſ- 


ters of this holy Religion, have nothing 


more to do, than to teach it in the Purity 
and Simplicity of the Goſpel. All Mat- 
ters of Faith therein propos'd, all the 
Rules of Life thereby prelcrib'd to Men, 
are ſo worthy of God, and fo conducive 


to the Happineſs and Perfection of our 


Nature, that we muſt needs approve our 
ſelves his faithful Miniſters, if we ſtrict- 
ly confine our ſelves to this Rule; and 
moſt certain it is, we have no Commiſ- 
ſion to go beyond it. 1 Dl 


SECOND. 
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SECONDLY, To approve our ſelves 
as the Miniſters of God, we muſt behave 
with great Uprightneſs and Integrity, as 
well in our general Converſation, as in 
the Exerciſe of our proper Function. For, 
as I apprehend, the Character here re- 
ferd to denotes ſach Perſons, as the 
Wiſdom of God might be ſuppos'd to make 
choice of for the Work of the Miniſtry, 
did he think fit to interpoſe in the No- 
mination of them: And theſe certainly 
muſt be ſuch, as in fact they were, 
when they were ſo extraordinarily ap- 


pointed; that is, Men of great Simpli- 


_ city, Honeſty, and Integrity; ſuch as 
have no private Views inconſiſtent with 
the general Deſign of their Office ; no 
Schemes of Selt-intereſt or Ambition to 
advance; and comparatively, no Deſigns, 
but faithfully ro diſcharge the Truſt com- 
mitted to them: They muſt be ſuch as 
are perſnaded : themſelves of thoſe Truths 
which they endeayour to inculcate, and 
ſuch as are ſincerely refoly'd to make their 
Advice and Inſtructions to others, the 
Rule and Meaſure of their own Prac- 
tice. Such, I ſay, were thoſe who were 
the Miniſters of God in a more ſtrict 
and 'emphatical Senſe, as having receiv'd 
their Commiſſion immediately from Him: 


(26) 
- They tell us, that heir Ręjoycing was 
this, that in Simplicity and godly Lin- 
cerity they had their Converſation in the 
World. And if we would approve our 
ſelves as ſuch, we muſt, as near as we 
are able, copy. after their Example in this 
Particular. + „ Pente ee 4. 25 
ANnp this we ſhall find to be a very 
great Security from giving Offence': for 
tho eee and Integrity does not im- 
ply extraordinary Prudence, yet where it 
appears  thro* our general Converſation, 
"twill be almoſt ſure to gain a candid 
and favourable Conſtruction of what we 
do; and ſo cut off many Occafions of 
Offence, which otherwiſe might be ta- 
Ren. $7 208. SIE 


THIRDLY, To approve our ſelves 
as the Miniſters of God, our Behaviour 
ought to be likewiſe with great Sobrie- 
ty and Purity of Manners : For the great 
Purpoſe of God in revealing his Will, 
and employing his Miniſters to publiſh 
it, being to reclaim Men from Vice and 
Wickedneſs, and to engage them to pu- 
rify their Hearts and Lives, ſo as te be- 
come meet to be Partakers of an intel - 
lectual Happineſs in Heaven; this, I ſay; 
being the great Purpoſe of God in the 
. 4 Revelation 
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Revelation of his Will, it cannot be ſup» 
pos'd that his Wiſdom ſhould appoint any 
for the Publication of it, bur ſuch as 
ſhould enforce it by Example as well as 
Doctrine; eſpecially fince Example is 
oftentimes more powerful to reclaim Men 
to Virtue, than plain Evidence or ſtrict 
Reaſoning. And if ſo, what manner of 
Perſons ought we, more eſpecially, to be 
in all holy Converſation and Godlineſs ? 
ſuch moſt certainly, as that others ſee- 
ing the Beauty of Religion, in the So- 
briety and Purity of our Lives, may be 
engag d to the Eſteem and Practice of 
it; or at leaſt, that all Occafions of Of- 
fence may be remov'd, ſo that our Doc- 
trines may not ſuffer by any Prejudices 
to our Perfons e 


I Micr here add many other excel- 
lent Qualities; which are imply'd and muſt 
be ſuppos'd to center in this Character of 
the Miniſter of God: Indeed, to com- 
pleat it would require the particular men- 
tion of every Virtue; for the Man 0 
God, to be perfect, muſt be thoro'ly fur- 
niſh'd unto all good Works. But having, 
J fear, ſufficiently treſpaſs'd on your Pa- 
tience, I ſhall only beg leave to be par- 
ticular in one thing more; and that is, 
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LASTLY, That the Miniſter of God 
muſt be ſuppos'd to be a Perſon of ve- 
ry great and extenſive Charity: This 
indeed, according to St. Paul's Notion 
of it, is not properly à ſingle Virtue, 
but a Complication of Virtues; it ſeems 
to imply an univerſal Benevolence, and 
Inclination to promote the Happineſs of 
Mankind, and the actual Performance of 
ſuch things as directly tend to it: and 
according to this comprehenſive meaning of 
the Word, I may venture to ſay, tis the fa- 
vourite Virtue of Chriſtianity : The whole 

Syſtem of our Religion is founded upon 

it, and its moſt ſubſtantial Obligations 
fulfill'd in the Practice of it. For what 

is the wonderful Scheme of our Redemp- 
tion by Jeſus Chriſt, but an Inſtance of 
the greateſt Charity (if I may fo call it) 
that ever appear'd in the World? And 
what are all thoſe Obligations, which have 
an immediate reſpect to the Good and 
Happineſs of Men, (which will include 
the moſt important Duties of our Re- 
ligion). but ſo many Branches of this ex- 
cellent Virtue ? *'Tis for this Reaſon 
St. Paul gives it the Preference to all o- 
ther Virtues, and adviſes Chriſtians above 
all things to put on Charity, as being 
rhe Bond of Perfettneſs ; as being that 


629) 
which compleats the Character of a truly 


SN ex therefore the Diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel is it ſelf a Teſtimony of the moſt 
extenſive Goodneſs, Benevolence and Mer. 
cy; ſince the Purpoſe of God in this ho- 
ly Infftitution, is to promote his Glory, 
by the Happineſs of his Creatures; it 
will certainly be expected from the Mini- 
ſters of this Religion, that their Tempers 

and Diſpoſitions ſhould be conformable to 
this great and good Deſign; that is, that 
an earneſt Inclination, and ſincere Endea- 
vour to promote the Happineſs of Men. 
ſhould diſcover it ſelf thro all their Con- 
duct; or, which I. take to be the ſame, 
that Charity ſhould be the governing Prin- 
ciple of their Lives. e 


Ap this, I apprehend, were it ob- 

ſervd in our Practice, would cut off in- 

numerable Occaſions of Offence, that 
uſually ariſe from the want of it: for 
ttwill enlarge our Minds, and rectify our 
Wills; *twill remove our Prejudices, and 
temperate our Leal, ſo that we ſhall not 
be apt to lay greater Streſs upon things 
than they really deferve ; *twill direct us 
to have always a ſerious Regard to the 
oreat Ends of Religion, ſo as never to 
* : overlook 
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overlook them in purſuit of the Means; 


*twill incline us to make thoſe Allow- 
ances to others, which we deſire our 


ſelves,” and prevent our endeayouring to 


make our own Judgment the Meaſure 


and Standard of other Mens: *twill en- 
gage us to the Exerciſe of Love, Meek-- 


neſs, Patience, and Forbearance; and ob- 


lige us to the Performance of thoſe Du- 
ties, which the Wants and Infirmities of 
Men require from us; and particularly 


as Miniſters of the Goſpel, *twill poſſeis 


our Minds with a real Concern for the 


Salvation of Mens Souls, and conſe- 
quently make us diligent in the Diſcharge 
of every Office, that has any Tendency 


to promote this great and important End. 
Theſe, and ſuch like Diſpoſitions, are the 
genuine Fruits of this admirable Virtue: 


whence it appears, how neceſſary it is 
for the Miniſters of the Goſpel to excel 


therein; ſo neceſſary it ſeems, eee 
to St. Paul's Account, that the ſublime 
Eloquence, the moſt comprehenſive Know- 


ledge, the pureſt and ſtrongeſt Faith, and 


the warmeſt Teſtimonies of Zeal, are of 
no value without it, 1 Cor. xiii. 1, 2, 3. 


Lr this then be our principal Care 
and Study, to approve our ſelves as the 
Miniſters of God, by the conſtant _ 

R ciſe 


(31) 
ciſe of univerſal Charity and Good-will ; 
by this it will appear, that we are car- 
rying on that Work of Goodneſs and 
Mercy, . which was principally intended 
by the Revelation of the Goſpel. 


AN d, finally, my Brethren ! what ſo- 
ever things elle are true, honeſt, juſt, 
pure, lovely, and of good Report; if 
there be any thing accounted virtuous, 
F any thing praiſe-worthy ; let us more 

_ eſpecially thin on, teach, and practiſe 
theſe things, that the Light of our Doc- 
trine and Manners may % ſhine before 
Men, that they may account of us, as 
of the Miniſters of God; and ſeeing our 
good Works, may be moved to the Imi- 
tation of them, and thereby glor:fy their 
Father which is in Heaven, © 


To whom, with the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and 
Glory henceforth, and for ever- 
more, Amen. 5 
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